go oil glcumus. 


I Sogni: Studi psicologici e cltnici di un alienista (con 3 
figuere e i Tavola). Di Sante dc Sanctis. . Docente nella R. 
Universita di Roma. Torino. Fratelli Bocca. 1899. 

The study of man’s sleeping moments has always had a peculiar 
charm that does not attach itself to his waking activities; for in 
them, at times it has seemed that the proprieties of the social structure 
have been laid aside and the more natural psychical man is revealed, in 
certain aspects at least. To the labors of many authors who have con¬ 
tributed anecdotes, hypotheses and experimental researches, de Sanctis 
adds the results 6f his investigations, and has caught up the many 
threads of other men’s ideas, and has worked them into this interesting 
volume of 390 pages. 

There are thirteen chapters; at the end of each of which there 
is given an excellent bibliography of the subject matter pertaining to 
the chapter. In all there are some 313 bibliographical references. This 
of itself in an index of the author’s wide reading. We can but mention 
the titles of the separate chapters: Dreams and Mysticism, Ancient 
and Modern: Methods of Study of Dreams: Dreams Among Animals: 
The Dreams of Babes and Children; Dreams of the Aged: Dreams of 
the Adult: Dreams of the Neuropathic; this chapter treats of dreams 
among hysterics, epileptics and neurasthenics: Dreams of the Insane, 
including those affected with hallucinations, frenasthenia, paranoia 
and alcoholism: Dreams of Delinquents: Dreams and the Emotions: 
On Dream States and Psychoses: Psychophysiology of Dreams, includ¬ 
ing a study of experimental dreams and hypnotic dreamy states, and 
finally: The Marvelous in Dreams. 

While the work is largely a compilation of the views of many 
writers, it is by no means lacking in original insight or philosophic 
thought. We would like to see it in English dress that it might have 
a wider circle of readers, as we believe it deserves such recognition. 

Jelliffe. 

Animal Intelligence: An Experimental Study of the Asso¬ 
ciative Processes in Animals. Edward L. Thorndike, A.M. 
Monograph Supplement, No. 8. Psychological Review, June, 1898, 
pp. 109. 

In this two-year research wits cats, dogs, and chickens, many in¬ 
teresting and some important things are well set forth. Dr. Thorn¬ 
dike’s monograph is a good example of a properly conducted scientific 
investigation, and it is written in a style quite characteristic of its vigo¬ 
rous author. Its results are suggestive of an explanation of phenomena 
to be traced in the human mind as well as in that of the brutes. 

In general, the mode of the experiments was to induce the animals 
by their desire for food to get at this by working various mechanically 
contrived doors leading from the boxes in which they were kept. All 
data concerning these actions as regards distances, times, identification, 
etc., were carefully recorded, thus giving the experiments, as far as 
they go, a precision of result which most observations on animal habits, 
etc., entirely lack. 

“The first result of the work is an accurate idea of just what things 
a cat or dog or chick can learn, what things are easy, and just how' 
long each association is in forming. The next result is a final disproof 
of the theory that the acts of animals involve reasoning, comparison. 
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inference. The disproof consists in the fact that my animals did do by 
chance, and learn by association, representative acts (<?. g., using thumb- 
latch and button) of those which have been fancied to require reason. 
Further they would, in the case of some difficult associations, happen 
to do the thing six or seven times, but after long periods of promis¬ 
cuous scrabbling, and then forever after would fail to do it. If they 
had acted from inference in any case they ought not to have failed in 
the seventh or eighth trial. What had been inferred six times Should 
have been inferred the seventh. Finally, in all associations, the decrease 
in the time taken is gradual. Even after doing the thing the animal 
does not know enough to realize what it has done, and thereafter do it 
as soon as put in the box.” 

This opinion is wholly negative, as regards imitation in cats, dogs 
and chickens, the conclusion being that “no association leading to an 
act could be formed unless there was included in the association an 
impulse of the animal’s own.” He quite excludes any notion of idea, 
therefore, from the animals on which he worked. The fundamental 
thing in animals is impulse, such, e. g., as a man has as his active con¬ 
sciousness when he plays an athletic game. The memory of these ani¬ 
mals is considered purely neural and motor. 

Suggestions for educational science, anthropology, and psychol¬ 
ogy arising from these considerations are appended, and form an in¬ 
teresting part of the work. Eleven pages of statistical time-curves and 
several descriptive illustrations doubtfully elucidate the fext. 

If the principles of this researcher’s conclusions were to be dis- 
proven it could be done only by work yet more patient and “scientific” 
than that of Dr. Thorndike here described, and this were a difficult task. 
It seems to stand to-day really the last, and in general the best, word 
on a very essential problem. Dearborn. 

Essentials of Diseases of the Skin, Including the Syfhiloder- 
mata. Arranged in the form of questions and answers. Prepared 
especially for students of medicine by Henry W. Stelwagon, M.D., 
Ph.D., Clinical Professor of Dermatology in the Jefferson Medical 
College; Physician to the Department for Skin Diseases, Howard 
Hospital; Dermatologist to the Philadelphia Hospital, etc. Fourth 
edition, thoroughly revised. Illustrated. Philadelphia: W. B. 
Saunders, 925 Walnut street. 1899. 

The fourth edition of this compend does not markedly differ from 
its predecessor. Dermatology has not made such rapid advances in 
the last few years as to greatly affect the literature, and but few changes 
have been necessary to make this little volume representative of the 
science as it is taught to-day. In addition to these, descriptions have 
been added of some of the rarer affections not previously mentioned. 
The general excellence of the various members of this series of stu¬ 
dents’ quiz books is so widely recognized that further particularization 
of the merits of this one is hardly necessary; it is sufficient to say that 
in all respects it is quite up to the high standard of its fellows and may 
safely be recommended to the student. Vogel. 

Handbuch der Anatomie und vergleichenden Anatomie des 
Centralnervensystems der Saugethiere. Von Dr. Edw. 
Flatau und Dr. L. Jacobsohn. Bd, I. Makroskopischer Teil. Ver- 
lag von S. Karger, Berlin, 1890. 

It would be practically impossible in a short review to even touch 
upon the many estimable features of a work so extensive as the one be¬ 
fore us. Workers in experimental medicine have long since felt the 
want of a treatise on the comparative anatomy of the nervous system. 



